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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


John  Frank 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


ff  I      i  n  n  r&     ~  n  f    a?/iO/' 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/statuxxxxxxxxxxxxxxflinc 


Th  ursday — 

inside  your— 

GOOD 

MORNING 

journal- 


FASCINATION 

'Folks',  a  new  series  of  pro- 
files on  local  people,  debuts 
with  a  look  at  sculptor  John 
Frank  and,  his  lifelong 
fascination  with  Abraham 
Lincoln See  Page  3 
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3AW 


rank's  Admiration, 
ation  With  Lincoln 


Frank  has  been  carving  wooden 
statues  of  Abraham  Lincoln  around 
the  president's  birthday  for  the  last 
15  years.  He  is  also  writing  a  book  on 
Lincoln  and  has  a  "Lincoln  House" 
in  his  backyard.  His  statues  are  in 
museums  around  the  country  and 
have  been  given  to  two  presidents, 
including  Ronald  Reagan. 

A  trained  commercial  artist, 
Frank  began  carving  his  Lincoln 
likenesses  at  age  16  using  a  bar  of 
soap.  He  later  graduated  to  wood 
and  several  of  his  works  have  been 
reproduced  in  bronze. 

Each  of  his  works  has  a  name  and 
a  message,  he  says.  This  year  he  has 
created  "Chancellorsville,"  which 
shows  Lincoln's  agony  at  the  news  of 
General  Hooker's  defeat  at 
Chancellorsville,  Virginia.  The 
74-year-old  wood  carver  said  he 
spent  more  time  on  this  year's 
statue  than  any  other,  discarding 
three  versions  of  Lincoln's  head 
before  settling  for  the  one  now  on  the 
statue. 

"The  fourth  head  scares  me  just  a 


little,"  Frank  admits.  "I  might  have 
said  too  much.  My  intention  was  to 
show  how  he  was  at  a  particular 
time.  But  perhaps  it  was  a  vain 
desire.  Who  would  ever  be  able  to 
capture  this  man? ' ' 

Some  15  to  20  Lincoln  sculptures 
have  been  crafted  by  Frank  through 
the  years.  Perhaps  his  crowning 
glory  is  that  his  works  will  be 
displayed  at  the  Lincoln  Museum 
and  Libary  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  all 
this  year.  "If  I  had  been  invited  to 
the  Lourve  in  Paris,  there  would  be 
no  way  I  could  be  more  excited,"  he 
said. 

Frank's  original  works  are  scat- 
tered throughout  his  workshop  and 
his  home. 

He  is  well-versed  on  Lincoln 
history  and  fervently  seeks  to  con- 
vert the  "non-believer"  on  the  vir- 
tues of  the  former  president. 

"For  more  than  50  years,  I've  pur- 
sued this  man  Lincoln,"  he  says.  "I 
think  I  am  going  to  do  a  book  on  what 
Lincoln's  done  to  me,  how  he's  af- 
fected my  life."  , 


>URANCE-NOTARY 


ou  There  In  A  Hurry 


:hool"  will  be  held  Mon- 
Jgh  May  24.  The  course 
:ipants  the  background 
ie  ground  school  exam, 
to  four  hours  of  initial 
Jctor  that  is  necessary 
se. 

:al"  private  pilot,  Han- 

a  factor,  he  added, 

id  woman  who  earned 

he  said,  is  passing  a 
ich  tests  the  pilot-to-be 
on.  From  there,  Han- 
'  incentive  and  motiva- 

complete  the  ground 
ire  for  the  solo  flying 
e  that  license, 
step  toward  receiving 
is  completion  of  the 
I  then  passing  the  ex- 
5:  basic  aeronautics 
:  functions  of  the  pro- 
lane  maneuvers,  how 


to  read  the  instrument  panel,  how  to  navigate  the 
plane,  proper  radio  communication,  how  to  in- 
terpret weather  conditions.  Federal  Aviation  Ad- 
ministration regulations  and  how  to  anticipate 
and  deal  with  emergency  conditions. 

From  there,  Hanneman  said,  the  prospective 
pilot  undertakes  a  series  of  practice  flying  ses- 
sions with  the  instructor,  (usually  10-15  hours  of 
flight  time)  as  well  as  approximately  20  hours  of 
solo  flying,  including  a  cross-country  flight,  and 
finally,  a  flight  test  with  a  FAA  official. 

Hanneman  said  most  people  studying  to 
become  private  pilots  fall  into  two  categories- 
hobbyists  and  businesspeople  who  find  it  more 
beneficial  to  fly  their  own  planes  rather  than  use 
commercial  flights.  He  said  there  are  also  those 
who  use  the  training  to  pursue  a  career  as  a  com- 
mercial airline  pilot. 

Whether  for  business  or  pleasure,  air  travel 
Hanneman  said,  is  still  the  safest  way  to  travel  - 
and  private  piloting  is  making  good  sense  to 
businesspeople  in  our  mobile  society. 


Peace  Marchers  To 
Visit  St.  Mar  fs 


On  Oct.  24,  1981  a 
roup  of  five  Japanese 
uddhist  monks,  one 
uddhist  nun,  and 
Jveral  lay  persons 
om  different  parts  of 
tfre  _world    left    Los 


Order,  the  marchers 
will  cross  America  on 
foot  through  the  dead  of 
winter.  The  seven 
month  journey  is 
dedicated  to  ending  the 
arms  race  and  the  Dro- 


hospitality  and  lodging. 

On  Feb.  15,  the  World 
Peace  Marchers  will  ar- 
rive at  St.  Mary's  Col- 
lege and  the  following 
activities    are    being 
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John  Frank's  Admiration, 
Fascination  With  Lincoln 


JOHN  FRANK  of  St.  Charles  sits  among  his  many  statues  and  woodcarvings  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  workshop.  (Journal  photo  by  Roy  Sykes) 


By  SHARON  HENSON 

The  way  John  Frank  sees  it,  Feb. 
12,  Lincoln's  Birthday,  should  be 
declared  a  holy  day.  The  St.  Charles 
artist's  fascination  and  admiration 

of  the  nation's  16th  president  is 
very  evident.  His  eyes  look  excited 
when  he  speaks  of  Lincoln  and  his 

face  bears  the  intense  look  of  so- 
meone with  a  cause. 

"I  feel  comfortable  with  Lincoln," 
he  says.  "He  should  be  the  shining 
light  for  all  people.  To  rise  above  it 

all,  to  become  a  great  president  of 
the  United  States  —  what  he  really 

did  was  to  preserve  the  Union." 

Frank  says  he  doesn't  know  exact- 
ly how  his  fascination  with  Lincoln 

started,  but  says  "everyone  has  to 
have  something  to  hold  onto,  to  in- 
spire them." 

"Lincoln's  been  a  guiding  light  in 
my  adult  life.  I  see  in  him  a  man  for 
all  things.  He  stands  for  honesty, 
humbleness  and  fortitude,"  he  says. 

As  a  means  of  honoring  his  hero, 


Frank  has  been  carving  wooden 
statues  of  Abraham  Lincoln  around 
the  president's  birthday  for  the  last 
15  years.  He  is  also  writing  a  book  on 
Lincoln  and  has  a  "Lincoln  House" 
in  his  backyard.  His  statues  are  in 
museums  around  the  country  and 
have  been  given  to  two  presidents, 
including  Ronald  Reagan. 

A  trained  commercial  artist, 
Frank  began  carving  his  Lincoln 
likenesses  at  age  16  using  a  bar  of 
soap.  He  later  graduated  to  wood 
and  several  of  his  works  have  been 
reproduced  in  bronze. 

Each  of  his  works  has  a  name  and 
a  message,  he  says.  This  year  he  has 
created  "Chancellorsville,"  which 
shows  Lincoln's  agony  at  the  news  of 
General  Hooker's  defeat  at 
Chancellorsville,  Virginia.  The 
74-year-old  wood  carver  said  he 
spent  more  time  on  this  year's 
statue  than  any  other,  discarding 
three  versions  of  Lincoln's  head 
before  settling  for  the  one  now  on  the 
statue. 

"The  fourth  head  scares  me  just  a 


little,"  Frank  admits.  "I  might  have 
said  too  much.  My  intention  was  to 
show  how  he  was  at  a  particular 
time.  But  perhaps  it  was  a  vain 
desire.  Who  would  ever  be  able  to 
capture  this  man?" 

Some  15  to  20  Lincoln  sculptures 
have  been  crafted  by  Frank  through 
the  years.  Perhaps  his  crowning 
glory  is  that  his  works  will  be 
displayed  at  the  Lincoln  Museum 
and  Libary  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  all 
this  year.  "If  I  had  been  invited  to 
the  Lourve  in  Paris,  there  would  be 
no  way  I  could  be  more  excited,"  he 
said. 

Frank's  original  works  are  scat- 
tered throughout  his  workshop  and 
his  home. 

He  is  well-versed  on  Lincoln 
history  and  fervently  seeks  to  con- 
vert the  "non-believer"  on  the  vir- 
tues of  the  former  president. 

"For  more  than  50  years,  I've  pur- 
sued this  man  Lincoln,"  he  says.  "I 
think  I  am  going  to  do  a  book  on  what 
Lincoln's  done  to  me,  how  he's  af-; 
fectedmylife."  > 
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Noted  Lincoln  sculptor,  John  Frank,  an- 
nounces the  first  edition  of  bronzes  cast  from 
two  of  his  major  wood  sculptures.  Five  origi- 
nal Lincoln  sculptures  are  currently  on  dis- 
play at  the  Visitor's  Center  at  Gettysburg 
National  Park. 

These  bronzes,  cast  by  the  lost  wax  process, 
retain  the  strong,  crisp  chisel  work  so  char- 
acteristic of  Frank's  unique  wood  sculpture. 
The  following  introductory  offer  is  made  to 
Lincoln  enthusiasts  and  collectors. 
"The  Last  Days"  (On  the  left)  25"  high. 
Limited  edition  of  150.  $1485. 
"Gettysburg   #2"  (On  the  right)    10"  high. 
Limited  edition  of  500.  $985. 
Brochure  available  $1.00  For  more  informa- 
tion write  or  call  314-724-1889. 

LOG  HOUSE  GALLERIES 
2431  W.  Clay,  St.  Charles.  Mo.  63301 
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JOHN  FRANK: 

LINCOLN  SCULPTOR 


Dear  Sir: 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  introduce  you  to  a  man  whose  work,  I  feel,  may  be  of 
interest  to  you  from  an  artistic  standpoint.  His  name  is  Mr.  John  Frank  and  he  is  a  72-year  old  resident 
of  historic  St.  Charles,  Mo. 

John  is  a  many  faceted  man;  an  antique  dealer  by  trade  he  is  also  a  carpenter,  furniture  builder, 
watercolor  artist  and  wood  sculptor;  having  devoted  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  to  sculpting  his 
favorite  subject,  Abraham  Lincoln.  John's  dedication  to  Lincoln  springs  from  a  lifelong  admiration  for 
the  man  and  the  humble  pioneering  lifestyle  from  which  he  sprang.  John  feels  a  strong  kinship  to 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  that  respect,  and  that  feeling  is  evident  in  each  of  his  pieces.  John's  watercolors  of 
weathered  Missouri  barns  and  his  fine  wood  sculptures  of  Lincoln  have  a  warm  quality  about  them 
which  compliment  his  own  personality.  He  is,  by  his  own  definition  a  primitive,  being  completely  self- 
taught  except  for  a  two  year  course  in  Commercial  Art  taken  in  1929;  he  considers  that  course  a 
hinderance  to  his  artistic  efforts.  Over  the  years  John's  work  has  become  quite  collectible  and  now 
commands  a  good  price  when  it  is  available;  but  it  is  seldom  available.  Due  in  part  to  this  fact,  John  has 
decided  to  reproduce  in  Bronze  several  pieces  of  his  Lincoln  sculpture  from  his  personal  collection 
along  with  limited  edition  prints  of  two  of  his  watercolors.  Each  of  these  items  will  be  strictly  limited 
to  150  reproductions. 

The  bronzes  will  be  cast  by  the  "lost  wax"  process,  thus  making  each  piece  individual  and  unique; 
they  will  be  signed  and  numbered  and  after  careful  hand  finishing  by  the  artist  himself,  will  be  mounted 
on  a  base  of  hand  polished  Missouri  black  walnut  set  with  an  inscribed  brass  plaque.  Bronze  number  one; 
a  bust  of  Lincoln,  standing  8  inches  high  (not  including  base)  is  entitled,  and  bears  the  inscription: 
"With  Malice  Toward  None"  on  its  brass  plaque.  Bronze  number  two;  a  full  figure  of  Lincoln,  measures 
21  inches  high  (not  including  base)  and  is  entitled:  "The  Last  Days";  its  inscription  will  read:  "It  was 
April  tenth,  1865.  The  terrible  Civil  War  had  ended.  Mr.  Lincoln  went  to  Alexander  Gardner's  studio  to 
have  his  picture  taken,  it  was  the  last.  Five  days  later  these  sad  eyes  would  close  forever .  . .  The  world 
would  long  remember".  In  each  case  the  polished  walnut  base  will  add  between  two  and  three  inches  to 
the  total  height  of  the  piece. 

The  prints  are  perfect  reproductions  of  the  original  watercolors,  faithful  in  every  detail,  and  are 
on  heavyweight,  high  quality  rag  watercolor  paper,  suitable  for  immediate  framing.  Both  prints  are  of 
nostalgic  Missouri  winter  landscapes  and  are  numbered  and  signed  by  the  artist.  Print  number  one  is 
entitled  "Benchmark"  and  measures  14%"  x  14%"  over  the  subject  area.  Print  number  two  is  entitled 
"Femme  Osage"  and  measures  14"  x  22"  over  the  subject  area. 

Mr.  Frank's  work  has  become  increasingly  sought  after  by  knowledgeable  collectors  of  primitive 
American  art  and  is  certain  to  appreciate  in  value;  thus  making  it  a  wise  investment,  as  well  as  an  out- 
standing example  of  one  mans  dedication  to  a  dream  .  . . 

If  you  are  interested  in  purchasing  any  of  the  above  listed  items,  please  feel  free  to  contact 
Mr.  Frank  personally  at  2431  West  Clay  Street,  St.  Charles,  Mo.  63301,  phone  314-724-1889  or  myself 
as  agent  for  the  artist  at  547  First  Capitol  Dr.,  St.  Charles,  Mo.  63301,  phone  723-0887  or  723-7617. 

Respectfully, 


o^tf-lOo^ 


Joel  H.  Watkins 


Serious  inquiries  only,  please. 
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John  Frank  of  St.  Charles. 


Robert  Hostkoettcr 


:m 


s 


WWV\ 


Left,  Frank  rubs  oil  into  a 

full  figure  which  he  calls 

"The  day  Mr.  Lincoln  was  shot." 

Below,  a  favorite  study 
of  a  young  Lincoln  titled 
"That  reminds  me  of  a  story. . . 

Below  right,  the 
striking  "Gettysburg 
Lincoln"  owned  by 
Robert  Sydow  of 
Memphis,  Tennessee. 
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Robert  Hostkoetter 


Lincoln  sculptor,  painter,  furniture  maker, 
architect,  cabin  builder,  antique  dealer. . .  and  citizen 
of  historic  St.  Charles,  Missouri.  John  Frank  is  all  of 
these.  And  more. 

In  earlier  years  Frank  built  roads  and  bridges. 
Taught  aircraft  mechanics.  Owned  a  manufacturing 
plant.  Because  this  last  enterprise  failed,  he  opened  a 
secondhand  furniture  business.  It  was  a  major  change 
in  John  Frank's  life. 

Occasionally  a  few  good  pieces  of  old  furniture 
would  come  in  and  John  and  his  wife,  Jane,  became 
fascinated  with  antiques.  As  time  passed  this  flourished 
into  a  great  love  for  American-primitive  and  Shaker 
furniture.  The  business  grew  out  of  their  house,  into 
a  barn,  and  finally  led  Frank  to  an  important 
decision.  He  would  build  a  log  cabin  next 
door  that  would  house  the  antique  ^^ 

shop  and  ultimately  his  living 
quarters. 


^ 
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Right,  Frank  studies  a 

watercolor  in  the  44-foot 

gallery  in  the  Log  House 

Antiques  shop.  Frank 

devotes  many  hours  to  the 

painting  of  weathered  old 

barns  and  farmhouses  in 

the  rolling  hills 

surrounding  St.  Charles. 


Robert  Hostkoetter 


Dick  Weddle 


It  took  15  years.  For  Frank  it  was  a  labor  of  love 
nd  dedication.  The  bricks  in  the  shop  came  from 
alf  a  dozen  houses  in  the  old  French  section  of 
t.  Charles,  Missouri's  first  capital.  The  logs  came 
om  historic  cabins  in  St.  Peters,  Missouri,  and 
ilase  Station  in  St.  Charles  County.  But  the  dedi- 


cation came  from  a  lifelong  admiration  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  the  simple  pioneering  lifestyle  from 
which  he  sprang. 

It  was  over  a  quarter-century  ago  that  Frank 
made  his  first  carving  of  Lincoln  from  a  bar  of  soap. 
Today  his  medium  is  wood,  and  there  is  always  a 
partially  completed  Lincoln  in  his  workshop  studio. 
Lie  is  self-taught  and  thinks  of  himself  as  a  prim- 
itive. But  the  strength  and  love  most  viewers  see  in 
his  work  seem  to  suggest  that  the  term  primitive  is 
inadequate.  He  is  a  man  with  a  deep  regard  for  a 
day  when  life  was  simpler,  values  seemed  more 
enduring  and  the  work  a  man  could  do  with  his  own 
hands  had  lasting  value.  John  Frank's  dream  is  to 
keep  that  day  alive. 

Marvin  Gold 


Above,  the  Lincoln  House,  John  Frank's 
personal  gift  to  America's  Bicentennial. 
The  two-room  log  cabin  built  by  Frank 
behind  his  antique  shop  was  dedicated 
one  minute  past  midnight  on  January  1, 
1976,  as  a  monument  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 
The  cabin  is  available  for  tours,  and 
hundreds  of  schoolchildren  have  gained 
an  insight  into  their  American 
heritage  here. 

Left,  John  and  Jane  Frank  spend  an 
evening  in  front  of  the  massive  fireplace 
he  built  for  their  home  in  the  Log  House 
Antiques  shop. 


Robert  Hostkoetter 
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